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For the Christian Magazine. 
ON DIVINATION. 
Concluded from page 39. 
Tuis subject, as illustrated in a 
preceding paper, naturally sug- 
gests several remarks, which are 
of a practical nature and merit a 
serious consideration. 

It appears from the nature of 
divination, that it never implied 
any league or covenant with evil 
spirits. It is often supposed, that 
all, who practise any species of 
divination, must have made a 
league or covenant with some 
invisible evil spirit, in order to 
gain his peculiar favour and as- 
sistance, either to foretell future 
events, or to produce strange 
and supernatural effects. But if 
we have given a just and scrip- 
tural account of divination, it does 
not require the peculiar assis- 
tance of any evil invisible hand. 
Men might make arbitrary signs, 
and perform arbitrary rites or 
ceremonies, without assistance 
from the great diviner. ‘They 
might be diviners, soothsayers, 
magicians, and wizards, without 
any league with Satan, or assis- 
tance from him. But could any 
deal with familiar spirits, without 
some league or covenant with 
them? Undoubtedly they could. 
All diviners were of the same 
character, and those who dealt 
with familiar spirits were only a 
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different species of diviners. Ma- 
gicians, enchanters, and dealers 
with familiar spirits, differed from 
other diviners only by using more 
dark and secret rites or enchant- 
ments. But all their rites and 
enchantments were, at bottom, 
only arbitrary signs, words, or 
actions, which they devised and 
adepted, without any aid, direc- 
tion, or assistance of any malig- 
nant spirit. According to the 
scripture account of divination, 
it was a plain, foolish, wicked 
practice. It consisted in making 
arbitrary signs, and performing 
arbitrary rites and ceremonies, 
whicb any one could do that was 
foolish and wicked enough to 
undertake it. It required no 
superior knowledge, nor foreign 
assistance. ‘The notion, there- 
fore, of leagues and covenants 
with Satan, and of his special aid 
and assistance to any species of 
diviners, is entirely groundless. 
It seems to have arisen from 
what such deluded persons pre- 
tended; and they made such de- 
lusive pretensions to excite ad- 
miration, and lead men to expect 
more from them, than they were 
able to perform. But there are 
two considerations, which ought 
to put this matter beyond a doubt. 
One is, that the scripture is 
wholly silent, in respect to dia- 
bolical leagues and covenants. 
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‘Though it says much concerning 
divination, and those who prac- 
tised it, yet it says nothing about 
their making leagues with evil 
spirits in order to ‘obtain their in- 
visible intluence and _ assistance, 
which is strange, if such leagues 
were known, or even pretended. 
The other consideration is, that 
reason forbids the supposition. 
Reason tells us, that the Devil 
has no power to lend his aid to 
any, who should make a league 
with him. For he has no power 
to do supernatural things, by vir- 
tue of a common providence; for 
if he had, he would doubtless do 


ten thousand times more mischief 


in the world, than he actually 
does. If he were restrained by 
moral motives only, as wicked 
men are. it would be but a small 
restraint. It wicked men could 
act invisibly, what enormities 
would they not commit? but 
Satan, we know, can act invisibly 
in this world, and therefore he 
must be under some watural 

well as moral restraint. And this 
natural restraint must hinder him 
from acting with, as well as wrth- 
out, a league; tor whatever he 
cannot do without a league, he 
cannot do with a league. [ff he 
cannot assist diviners without a 
league, he cannot assist them 
with a league. Besides, no pre- 
tenders to divination have ever 
done so much mischief in the 
world as they would have done. 
if they had actually obtained an 
invisible and powerful influence 
from Satan. ‘The king of Baby- 
lon did not so much evil in the 
world as he would have done, if 
he had secured and obtained the 
invisible and powerful assistance 
of the prince of devils. With 
such aid, he might have conquer- 
ed any, or every nation he pleased. 
The Romans freely practised di- 


vination and consulted invisible 
spirits ; but we have no account, 
that they ever gained a single 
victory by it. And all the benefit 
that witches, wizards, and fortune- 
tellers have ever gained by their 
pretended art, they have gained 
from the hands of those whom 
they deluded, and not by any for- 
eign, invisible power, to take and 
conceal the property of others, 
for their own use. 

We perceive from the nature 
of divination, that the 
it is as plain and intelligible as the 
evidence of any other crime. The 
evidence of it consists in what 
the pretenders of the secret art, 
do, and proiess to do. They do 
make signs and cast figuers, by 
which they profess to foretell 
events, and produce effects. 
Whoever, therefore, makes and 
observes arbitrary signs, and pro- 
fesses to divine by them, is a di- 
viner, sooth-sayer, magician, or 
dealer with familiar spirits, in a 
scriptural sense. ‘The 
Babylon was a diviner; and the 
evidence of it was as plain and 
intelligible as the evidence of his 
heing ageneral. He stood at the 
parting of the ways, took his ar- 
rows, and divined by them. What 
he did, and professed to do, was 
the evidence of his being a di- 
viner. Balaam was a magician 
or diviner, and this appeared 
from what he did and said. He 
used enchantments, and attempt- 
ed to Israel. ‘The evi- 
dence against the witch of Endor 
was of the same nature. [t arose 
from what she did and said. And 
this is the evidence we have of 
any crime. The evidence of 
murder arises from what it ap- 
pears a man has said and done. 
As any crime consists in the in- 
tention and exertion of any agent; 
so the evidence of the crime, must 
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arise from whatis seen and known 


of the intention and exertion of 


the agent. Hence, 

It appears from what has been 
advanced on this subject, that 
both Europeans and Americans 
have gone upon very fallible evi- 
dence, in condemning persons for 
any species of divination ; and in 
particular, witchcraft. ‘The ac- 
cusers were allowed to be wit- 
nesses, aud all they knew was the 
effect felt. They complained, that 
certain persons hurt them; but 
they could not tell what they did 
to Aurt them. The efliect they 


felt was no certain evidence of 


bad intentions in those whom they 
supposed hurt them. Suppose a 


certain person, by barely looking 
upon others, should give them 
pain, or throw them into fits; 
how could that persoa be fairly 
condemned for the effect of his 
looking, unless looking at others, 


be deemed, in itself considered, 
acrime? Why should it not be 
supposed, that the person looking, 
is as passive, as the person looked 
upon? And why should it not 
be supposed, that he was as in- 
nocent, as they? Many iastances 
are related of persons being 
thrown into pain, or fits, by the 
mere presence of another person. 
But that person, perhaps, could 
no more help his presence giving 
pain, or convulsions to others, 
than they could help feeling such 
eflects from his presence. It is 
absurd, therefore, to condemn a 
person for any supposed effecis he 
produces, without knowing what 
he does to produce them. If he 
is to be condemned, it is for what 
he is seen or known todo. If he 
is seen, or known to do any thiag 
bad, he is criminal and ought to 
be condemned. But those who 
are troubled with witches, never 
pretend to tell what they do, 
but only what they themselves 
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feel. Such testimony is not valid, 
‘and ought not to be acted upon. 
But those who have had the 
power of life and death, have 
acted upon such evidence, and 
probably in not a few instances 
condemned the innocent. 

It appears from the nature of 
divination, that there is nothing 
in it, for which we ought to put 
persons to death at this day, 
though it were proved against 
them. If any man will make ar- 
bitrary signs, and perform arbi- 
trary ceremonies, and pretend to 
foretell future events, or to pro- 
duce extraordinary effects, what 
then? Why then he is a joolish 
and trifling creature, and hurts 
none but those who hearken to 
his folly. Suppose a man should 
do as the king of Babylon did, 
when he came to the parting of 
the ways, and should set up his 
staff, and see to which road it in- 
clined, and take the road to which 
it inclined ; would he deserve to 
die? It is true, the Mosaic law 
did forbid every species of divina- 
tion; but that law is not binding 
upon us, any more than the law 
against idolatry, sowing divers 
sorts of seeds, wearing woollen 
and linen garments, or eating 
certain sorts of beasts, birds, and 
fishes. ‘These laws were design- 
ed to preserve the Jews as a peo- 
ple distinct and separate from all 
othernations. But though divina- 
tion be not a capital crime at this 
day, yet it is a very heinous sin, 
whetber practised by Jews, or 
Gentiles. For, 

It is evident from what has 
been said, that all sorts of divi- 
ners were impostors. They never 
could foretell future events, or 
produce any truly miraculous ef- 
fects. Moses completely defeated 
the magicians of Egypt and ex- 
posed their imposture. Though 
they produced strange and extra- 
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ordinary effects; yet they could 
not work one real miracle, and 
were constrained to acknowledge, 
that they could not do that by 
their enchantments, which Moses 
did by the finger of God. Elijah 
also, who challenged the idola- 
trous diviners to work a miracle, 
completely defeated all their ex- 
ertions, and wrought a miracle 
that confounded their faise pre- 
tentions, in the view of a vast 
multitude of spectators. ‘The ma- 
gicians could not interpret Pha- 
raoh’s dreams, nor tell what 
Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed. 
But if their imposture had not 
been exposed, we might know 
from reason and scripture, that 
they were impostors. None but 
God, who knows his own designs, 
can possibly foreknow and fore- 
tell what events are to take place 
in future. He accordingly chal- 
langes all pretenders to divination, 
to make good their pretensions, 
by foretelling what he has not 
revealed. ‘+ Produce your cause, 
saith the Lord; bring forth your 
strong reasons, saith the King 
of Jacob. Let them bring forth, 
and shew us what shall happen. 
Let them shew the former things 
what they be, that we may con- 
sider them, and know the latter 
end of them, or declare to us things 
to come. Shew the things that 
are to come hereafter, thut we 
may know that ye are gods.” It 
is presumption in any created 
being to pretend to know any 
thing of futurity, which God has 
not revealed. It is virtually 
making himself equal to God. 
Were it true, though it is not, 
that diviners do make a league 
with evil spirits, who promise 
them assistance to foretell fu- 
ture events; yet they cannot ful- 
fil their promise, for they are 
profoundiy ignorant of every 
thing which God has not revealed. 
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All diviners, therefore, are vile 
impostors, and extremely crim- 
inal, not only for seeking diabol- 
ical assistance, but for pretending 
to possess it. 

From the nature of divination 
it is apparent, that men have no 
right to apply to diviners, sooth- 
sayers, or fortune-tellers, to dis- 
cover any object that is lost, or 
to foretell any thing in future. 
lt is contrary to both reason and 
scripture to seek to know what 
none but God can tell. All the 
predictions of impostors are only 
conjectures, which are _ totally 
destitute of certainty. Though 
they may and sometimes do con- 
jecture right; yet they employ 
forbidden means to pry into futu- 
rity, and they stand condemned 
by God, whether they do, or do 
not think they possess diabolical 
assistance. God may overrule their 
arbitrary signs, to foretell some 
future events, or to discover some 
unknown objects, often enough to 
deceive both themselves and those 
who apply to them; yet this 
neither exculpates them, nor 
those who seek to them and 
place confidence in them. It is 
extreme folly in those, who do 
not believe that they have any 
intercourse with, or derive any 
knowledge or assistance from in- 
visible spirits, to apply to them; 
and it is extremely criminal in 
those, who do believe that they 
are assisted by a diabolical in- 
fluence, to apply to them, for 
they are partakers in the guilt of 
the impostors to whom they ap- 
ply, and exposed to run into all 
their errors and delusions. 

The account which we have 
given of divination, authorizes the 
assertion, that all modes of trying 
fortunes, whether by books, or 
by lots, or by cards, or by cups, 
are very criminal and dangerous. 
All these modes of trying fortunes 
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partake of the nature of divina- 
tion, which is contrary to scrip- 
ture and reason. ‘To divine by 
the Bible, as we have observed, 
is an abuse of that sacred Book, 
which reveals all that we need 
to know respecting our conduct, 
our character, and our condition, 
for time and eternity, without 
the aid of divination. ‘To divine 
by the casting of lots, is a pre- 
sumptuous appeal to God to de- 
cide what he does not mean to 
decide by his common providence. 
He did, indeed, permit some per- 
sons, under the Old Testament, 
to appeal to him by lot, on some 
important and extraordinary oc- 
casions; but he has given no such 
permission to Christians under 
the New Testament; and there- 
fore they have no right to ap- 
peal to him by lot to decide any 
case. All publick as well as pri- 
vate lotteries are unreasonable, 
unscriptural, and criminal, wheth- 
er approved by parental, or le- 
gislative authority. ‘They are no 
less pernicious in their tendency, 
than criminal in their nature. 
They have often ruined both the 
fortunate and unfortunate, who 
have been concerned in them. 
Those may expect to be frowned 
upon, who tempt the Lord their 
God, by appealing to him without 
his permission. ‘Co play cards, 
either for wagers, or amusement, 
is totally wrong, because it im- 
plies a lot, which is an unpermit- 
ted and presumptuous appeal to 
God. But to divine by them, is 
still more criminal. It is a spe- 
cies of divination, which ought 
to be universally despised and 
condemned. Nor can divining 
by cups be justified. Though it 
seems to be a very trifling mat- 
ter to count, observe, and give 
signiticancy to little specks and 
dots, yet it is of the same nature, 
and discovers the same undue de- 
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sire to pry into the secrets of fu- 
turity, as the more serious and 
important modes of divination, 
and is as really displeasing to God, 
who has forbidden the practice 
inevery form. But do not some 
or other of these heathenish 
modes of divination prevail here, 
in this land of Gospel Light? By 
which, the Bible is profaned, the 
Sabbath is profanea, time, talents, 
and property are abused, religion 
is neglected, and error, super- 
stition, and vice are sanctioned 
and promoted. It highly con- 
cerns parents, guardians, and ail 
men of power and influence, to 
condemn, prevent, and suppress 
all such evil practices as have 
been mentioned; and especially 
card playing, which is a most 
fruitful source of almost every 
other vice. To neglect sup- 
pressing these evils, is to partake 
in the guilt of them; and very 
likely, to share in the punishment 
of them. The neglect of one, 
will not excuse the neglect of 
another, in respect to this im- 
portant duty. 

Another remark suggested by 
this subject is, that mankind are 
naturally enemies to God. They 
have always been disposed to 
forget and forsake their Creator, 
and to bow down and worship 
some false and inferior deity. 
God’s people of old were so 
addicted to idolatry, that the 
strictest laws he made, and the 
severest punishments he threa- 
tened, were insufficient to restrain 
them from it. If the hearts of 
men were naturally right with 
God, they would naturally love 
his character and rejoice in his 
government. But they have, by 
nature, a carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God, not subject 
to his law, neither indeed can be ; 
and this leads them to love and 
serve any other god, rather than 
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the true God. ‘Though gross 
idolatry is avoided in this coun- 
try; yet more refined and reput- 
able idolatry is almost universally 
practised, in some way or other. 


Numerous modes and forms of 


prying into futurity are invented 
and pursued, which discover a 
disposition to foretell and defeat 
the purposes of God, which he 
has not revealed. ‘ihey distrust 
the infinite wisdom and goodness 
of God in the government of the 
world, and place greater confi- 
dence in the wisdom and goodness 
of his most blind and inveterate 
enemies. No person was ever 
anxious to foreknow future events, 
which God has not revealed, 
without distrusting divine provi- 
dence, and being disposed to ob- 
struct the operations of it. It is 
practically saying to God, “ We 
will not have thee to reign over 
us.” Thousands, who will not 
own that they ever hated God, 
cannot deny that they have mur- 
mured under his government, and 
have used means, and perhaps, 
employed others to use means, 
to obsiruct or evade the divine 
purposes. Their own hearts, 
therefore, testify against them, 
and pronounce them enemies to 
God, who would, if they could, 
flee out of his hands. 

We may justly conclude from 
what has been said, that there is 
great reason to rejoice, that the 
Lord reigns in the kingdoms of 
nature, providence, and grace. 
He is able and disposed to do 
what is wisest and best, in respect 
to every creature and every 
event in the universe. He has 
reserved times, and seasons, and 
events in his power, and will not 
suffer any thing to be done, or 
any event to take place, which 
he will not overrule for his own 


glory, and the good of his friends 
This ought 


and faithful servants. 





On Divination. 


to give joy and satisfaction to all 
mapkind, and restrain them from 
all murmurings and complaints 
under his government, and all 
undue measures to extort from 
him that knowledge of futurity, 
which he has wisely and merci- 
fully concealed from them. He 
has revealed as much as can do 
them any good, and concealed 
only what would be detrimental 
to them. Mankind are always 
disposed to abuse the knowledge 
of futurity, which God reveals to 
them. He foretold several thou- 
sand years ago, that Canaan the 
son of Liam should be aservant of 
servants; and from this predic- 
tion whole nations have _ con- 
cluded, that they had a right to 
enslave the Africans. God fore- 
told to Hazael, that he should be 
king of Israel, which led him to 
slay his master and usurp his 
throne. It is a great mercy to 
this depraved and restless world, 
that God has concealed so much 
of futurity from them, and re- 
strained them from ten thousand 
errors and evils, which they 
would bring upon themselves, if 
they could, by any means, pene- 
trate his secret counsels. 

Finally, this subject exhorts all 
to place a cordial and unshaken 
confidence in God, the supreme 
disposer of all events. There is 
perfect safety in trusting in the 
Lord Jehovah, in whom is ever- 
lasting strength. He will keep 
them in perfect peace, who trust 
in him. He will constantly em- 
ploy all his perfections to pro- 
mote his own glory, which will 
necessarily promote their holi- 
nesss and happiness, through 
every period of their existence. 
There is but one alternative be- 
fore you. You must either trust 
in God, or in lying vanities which 
cannot profit. You are weak 
and dependent creatures, and un- 


























der an absolute necessity of plac- 
ing your trust in God, or in your- 
selves, or your frail impotent fel- 
low creatures. Why should you 


halt between two opinions? If 


the Lord be God, trust in him, 
and bim alone. 
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For the Christian Magazine. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
MRS. MARY C. ATKINSON. 
In the year 1822, several per- 
sons in the East Parish of Attle- 
borough, Mass. gave satisfactory 
evidence of being renewed by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Among them was a young lady, 
nineteen years of age, of an ami- 
able disposition, a a cultivated mind, 
and peculiarly interesting in her 
deportment. She wasa daughter 
of the late Deac. Chase Moulton 
of Rehoboth. From early child- 
hood she had enjoyed the advan- 
tages of religious instruction and 


pious example; and was, pre- 
viously to her hopeful conver- 
sion, moraland exemplary. When 


however the Holy Spirit convin- 
ced her of sin, she was far from 
being satisfied with her own cha- 
racter. She was deeply sensible 
that her morality was consis stent 
with a total alienation of heart 
and life from God; and when 
humbled before him, she cast 
herself as the chief of sinners, 
on his distinguishing mercy. We 
received her into the communion 
and fellowship of the church, 
with more than usual satisfaction 
and confidence; and many of us 
rejoiced in the hope that God 
would make her a lasting bles- 
sing to the church in this place, 
especially to our youth. But the 


Lord’s ways are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts. 

In the month of May she was 
the church. 


received into In 
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June, she was married to Samuel 
Atkinson Esq. of Chillicothe, Obio. 
In three or four months from the 
time of making a profession of 
religion, she left us for a distant 
part of the country ; and in less 
than two years, she was removed 
from the church militant, to join, 
as we have reason to hope, the 
church triumphant. 

From the time of her conver- 
sion, till within a few months of 
her death, she kept a journal, in 
which are related various exerci- 
ses of hermind. From that jour- 
nal, which was found among her 
papers after her decease, the 
following extracts are made, with 
the hope, that though dead, she 
may speak for the benefit of the 
living. 

“ Attleborough, April 6, 1822. 

Almost nineteen years have roll- 
ed away since I first saw the 
light; but O, how little have I 
done for the glory of my Maker. 
The death of the best of fathers, 
an affectionate brother and a be- 
joved sister, were solemn warn- 
ings to me to prepare to meet 
my God. But instead of profit- 
ing by these repeated and great 
ufilictions, | had hard and pre- 
sumptuous thoughts of the God 
of all grace. ‘Thus | went on, 
adding sin tod sin, apparently ri- 
pening fast for destruction. Al- 
though blest with the best of re- 
ligious instruction, yet I had be- 
come an infidel in theory as well 
as in practice; and had long in 
my heart denied the existence of 
God. But the first of last month, 
1 was brought to realize that I 
was in the hands of a sin-hating, 
sin-avenging God. And through 
his infinite mercy, I humbly trust, 
that | became reconciled to him, 
and could say from my heart, ‘ thy 
will be done.’ Since that time, 
my views and feelings have been 
very different from what they 
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were formerly ; avd | think, reli- 
cion is now my chief joy. O may 
| not be deceived; but be pre- 
pared by the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, to spend an eternity 
in the society of angels and just 
men made perfect, singing praises 
to God for ever and ever.” 

“ April 12. For some time, I 
have entertained a hope, that I 
had passed from death unto life ; 
but am | not building upon a sandy 
foundation? [ find so much self- 
ishness remaining in my heart, 
that I am afraid my motives are 
all mercenary. May I realize 
the awful danger of self-decep- 
tion. I can have no excuse for 
such criminal conduct, for | have 
every opportunity, which [ can 
possibly desire, to know on which 
side 1am; and if I should now 
rest upon a false hope, how great 
will be my condemnation !” 

6 April 18. Should! live to the 
age of man, how short will be 
the time compared to eternity! 
But I know not, that I shall live 
a year, a month, or even a day. 
And am | prepared for that so- 
Jemn change, which I must soon- 
er or later experience ? Am I pre- 
pared to stand before the awful 
bar of God and be judged accord- 
ing to the deeds done in the body ? 
Am I prepared to submit willing- 
ly to the divine will, even in ac- 
cepting the just punishment of 
my sins? Dol love God supreme- 
ly ? 

‘ Tis a point I long to know, 

Oft it causes anxious thought ; 
Do! love the Lord or no ? 
Am I his or am I not ? 
Lord decide the doubtful case.’ ” 


“ April 19. How little are my 
affections weaned from this vain 
world. 1 wish to view all things 
here below, just as I shall when 
laid upon the bed of death. How 
vain, how worthless, will many 


things appear to me then, on 
which I now set a high value. | 
wish to give myself wholly and un- 
reservedly to God,—to make his 
glory my only aim; but how much 
cause have | to humble myself in 
the dust, when I consider how lit- 
tle 1 do that is worthy a rational 
and immortal being. Assist me, 
OQ God, I beseech thee, to give 
myself wholly to thee—to dedi- 
cate my life to thy service ; and 
if the favour is not too great for 
such a_ wicked, helli-deserving 
wretch to ask or even hope for, O 
grant that | may spend an eternity 
in thy presence.” 

‘April 20. Another week is 
gone and numbered with the 
years beyond the flood. And 
now, O my soul, what improve- 
ment hast thou made? Have I 
not added largely to the long 
catalogue of my crimes, by the 
cold and formal performance ot 
my duties? 

‘If I turn my eyes within, 

All is vain and dark and wild ; 

Filled with unbelief and sin, 
Can I deem myself a child ?” 


‘To-morrow I shall be pro- 
pounded to the church; but how 
little do | deserve the privilege 
of uniting witha church of Christ? 
Am I not utterly unworthy to meet 


with true believers at the table of 


the Lord? O thou great Jeho- 
vah, who knowest the iniqui- 
ty of my heart, thou, from whom 
nothing is concealed, grant, if 
i am indeed destitute of grace, 
that I may not pollute a visible 
church of thine.” 

“« April 28. The weather being 
stormy, I could not attend public 
worship. When I recollect how 
many sabbaths I have voluntarily 
absented myself from the house 
of God, I am astonished that this 
great and invaluable privilege is 
not wholly denied me. How of- 
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ten has this holy day hung heavi- 
ly on my hands and every expe- 
dient, which was not utterly in- 
consistent with decency, been re- 
sorted to, to pass away the time? 
I am an astonishing instance of 
the long sutiering and patience of 
the most high God. How much 
cause for the deepest seli-abase- 
ment? What would be great hu- 
mility in another, would be pre- 
suinption in me. I will then strive 
to take my proper place. 1 will 
endeavour to give God all the 
glory, and take shame and con- 
fusion of face to myself. And 
wilt thou, eternal Jehovah, con- 
descend to assist a poor, feeble 
worm of the dust? Without thee 
I can do nothing.” 

“April 29. Awoke in a good 
frame this morning. The first 
words which occurred to my 
mind were, ¢ Why should a living 
man complain,a man for the pun- 
ishment of his May 1 
never forget them. Determined 
to spend this week in preparation 
for the solemn duties, which I 
shall soon perform, if accepted 
by the church. May I do this in 
singleness ot heart, looking con- 
stantly to God for direction. 
Formed a resoiution this morning, 
never to shut my eyes to sleep, 
without considering the possibili- 
ty of soon sleeping the sleep of 
death, and examining my beart to 
see, if | am prepared to exchange 
wortds.” 

May 19. Sabbath morning. 
Since writing the above, I have 
passed through a very solemn and 
interesting scene. I have given 
myself to the most high God, by 
a public profession; promising, 
with his grace assisting me, to 
walk in every respect as becomes 
a disciple of the meek and low- 
ly Jesus, and have commemora- 
ted his dying love with the dear 
saints around his board. 
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‘Tis done, the great transaction’s 
done ; 
Tamthe Lord’s and he is mine. 
Ile drew me and | followed on, 
Charmed to confess the voice divine. 
Now rest my long divided heart ; 
On this delightful centre rest. 
With ashes who would grudge to 
part, 
When called on angels bread to feast.’” 


“May 25. Saturday evening. 
How sweet, how solemn the com- 
mencement of the Sabbath? 


‘Day of all the days the best, 
Emblem of eternal rest.’ 


Who can sufficiently prize the 
privilege of being placed in a 
land of gospel light and liberty? 
God would have been perfectly 
just, had be placed me in a land 
where Sabbaths and sanctuary 
privileges are unknown. Miilions 
of my fellow beings, equally de- 
serving, are overshadowed with 
the dark mists of paganism. But 
if these precious privileges, with 
which I am surrounded, be mis- 
improved, how greatly will they 
add to my condemnation. May 
this consideration quicken me, 
that [ may make my calling and 
election sure ; and may I, while 
imploring mercy for myself, never 
forget to pray for those, who bow 
the knee to vain idols—who know 
not the true God.” 

*“ May 26. All thy works praise 
thee, O God, and shall man be 
silent? Oh no. Let this day be 
witness to our adorations. Let 
thy saints worship before thee in 
the spirit of holiness. May it be 
a day long to be remembered, as 
one of great refreshing trom thy 
presence.” 

“June 8. Lam brought to the 
close of another week. A few 
more weeks and 1 shall probably 
be a stranger in a strange land. 
I shall quit the place of my na- 
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tivity, and the dear parent who 
has watched over my helpless 
years and been the guide of my 
youth. I shall give her many a 
pang, who has felt and still feels 
alla mother’s tenderness for me. 
Can it be right to leave her? Is 
it consistent with the duty, 1 owe 
my dear mother? If 1 know my 
own heart, it is my fervent desire 
to act in this important matter, as 
I shall wish I had done, when I 
shall stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. If I have been 
actuated by improper motives, 
Oh do thou, who hast all things 
at thy disposal, place insuperable 
difficulties in the way, that my 
contemplated removal may never 
be effected. 


“Chillicothe, Ohio, Aug. 30. 
ss Since writing the above,| have 
passed through a variety of 
scenes; in all of which I have 
to acknowledge the unmerited 
goodness of God. His guardian 
hand has been constantly extended 
over me and preserved me from 
every danger. 1 have entered 
into the marriage covenant with 
one, for whose sake, | have left 
my dear mother, brothers and sis- 
ter, and all the affectionate friends 
and companions of my youthful 
days, and am in a land of stran- 
gers. But, although I am sepa- 
rated from many my beart holds 
dear, yet I have much, very much, 
to be thankful for. I have a hus- 
band who is all that | could wish 
or expect, and there are those to 
whom, a short time since I was a 
stranger, that I already respect 
and esteem. 

J am now in a very responsible 
situation ; not only a wife; but a 
step-mother. A dear little one is 
dependant on me for all that care 
and attention which a mother 
can bestow. And shall I be able 
to discharge these important du- 
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ties? O no; of myself I am in- 
sufficient, 1 am daily convinced 
of it. But there is one who is 
able to give me all that assistance 
which | so much need. And I 
have his blessed promise that I 
shall receive it, if | rely on him 
with due submission to his holy 
will and pleasure ” 

“Jan. 5, 1€23. I have to-day 
formed a solemn resolution to 
shake off this spirit of discontent 
which so easily besets me; and, 
by the grace of God assisting me, 
to renounce the things of this vain 
world and live in some degree to 
his glory. O that I may receive 
strength from above to keep this 
resolution. Heavenly Father, I 
cast myself upon thy mercy; gra- 
ciously grant me thy assistance. 
Enable me in all circumstances 
and in all situations, to cast my 
burden upon thee; and to say 
from the heart, * Not my will 
but thine be done.’ ”’ 

“Feb. 4. 1 am grieved that I 
have broken the resolution I so 
solemnly made. Thougha great 
part of the time depressed by 
melancholy, yet God is still show- 
ering down blessings upon me. 
He has graciously condescended 
to prolong my lite, to preserve 
my health, and to give me many 
opportunities for secret prayer, 
which, vile as lam, I prize above 
all price.” 

“March 6. A year to-day since 
I first entertained a hope of be- 
ing one of those whose sins are 
washed in the blood of the Lamb. 
Never shall I forget what I then 
felt. It was not that joy, which 
most persons express, when the 
light of God’s countenance first 
beams upon the soul; but it was 
a sweet peace, which I cannot 
describe. But was ita real work 
of grace upon the heart, or was 
it a delusion from the wicked one, 
to lay my conscience asleep, that 
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he might secure me as his prey ? 
My life since that time seems to 
say the last was the case; but 
still [ hope. Though I have 
backslidden far, very far, I can- 
not think lam deceived. A great 
part of the time, | am groping 
in thick darkness; yet there are 
times, when I think [ can say, 
with Thomas, ‘ My Lord and my 
God.’ Blessed moments! O may 
I like Noah’s dove find no rest 
for the sole of my foot, when 
away from the ark of safety. 
May | never rest, when | can- 
not enjoy communion with God. 
But stop; is it, canit be possible 
that the most high God stoops to 
hold communion with a worm 
of the dust, who has broken his 
laws and abused his mercy? Yes, 
it is possible ; we are assured of 
it in his blessed word. Sing prai- 
ses unto God, O my soul, for this 
great and astonishing favour. O 
sing praises.” 

s¢March 11. O my soul, what 
provision art thou making for that 
eternity to which thou art hasten- 
ing ? Time is short. Death stands 
ready to dissolve thy partnership 
with this frail body. Soon, very 
soon, thou must stand before the 
awful bar of God and answer for 
the deeds thou hast done and art 
now doing. Nothing will be for- 
gotten in that solemn dreadiul 
day. It will not then avail thee, 
that thou hast made a solemn 
profession of love to God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


God looks at the heart, and if 


thou hast only a name to live and 
art dead, he will say unto thee, 
‘I never knew thee, depart from 
me thou cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels.’ O let this arouse 
thee from the awful state of stu- 
pidity into which thou art fall- 
en.” 
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«‘ March 30. Again am I permit- 
ted to behold the light of another 
of the days of the Son of man. 


‘ Welcome sweet day of rest, 
That saw the Lord arise ; 

Welcome to this reviving breast, 
And these rejoicing eyes.’ 


The weather is so unpleasant 
that I cannot attend public wor- 
ship. But shall this blessed day 
hang heavily on my hands? The 
word of God is open before me, 
and shall I not partake of the 
rich feast which it offers to my 
fainting soul? How many of my 
fellow mortals are perishing for 
this food with which I am so 
abundantly supplied? To what 
am I to ascribe this? Is it to any 
work of righteousness that [ have 
done? O no; I have gore astray 
ever since { was born, speaking 
lies. My heart is harder than 
the nether millstone ; callousalike 
to mercies and judgments. I have 
broken the law of God and tramp. 
ied upon his statutes, and it is be- 
cause he is God and not man that 
I am not consumed. And what 
shall | render to thee, O my God, 
for thy long sufiering and com- 
passion? Thy word answers me, 
love God supremely and thy 
neighbour as thyself.” 

* April 6. A year to-day since 
I commenced this Journal. In 
reviewing it, I find no evidence 
of growth in grace. God has 
dealt bountifully with me in all 
things ; but I am unthankful. I 
have done many things which I 
ought not to have done; and 
shamefully neglected many more 
which I knew it was my duty to 
do. Conscience loudly calls on 
me to improve the present mo- 
ment and repent before it is for 
ever too late. O may I now begin 
a new life ; and if my life is spared 
through the coming year, may 
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these pages bear witness that old 
things are passed away, and that 
all things are become new.” 

* June 11. 1 have this day call- 
ed on Mrs. S. for the express 
purpose of telling her the state 
of my mind, and begging her ad- 
vice and counsel. She is an ex- 
perienced, lively christian, capa- 
ble of directing me in the way 
in which I oughttogo. But how 
shall | record that criminal back- 
wardness which prevented me 
from mentioning the subject? In 
vain | strove to turn the course of 
conversation from other subjects. 
I could not bring myself to express 
the cause of my coming, ireely and 
frankly, as | ought to have done. 
Is it possibie that | am ashamed 
of Christ and his cause ?” 

¢* June 12. ‘As for man, his days 
are as grass. 
the field he flourisheth; the wind 
passeth over it and it is gone, and 
the place thereof is remembered 
no more.’ Striking picture of 
human frailty. A few short days 
and the hurry and bustle of life 
are ended. Our bodies rest in 
the silent mansion of the dead; 
but, O our souls! they must en- 
ter upon a new and untried state. 
Lives there the man who can 
contemplate this awful scene with 
composure ’ Yes, blessed be God, 
there are many who look forward 
to the day in which they shall 
pass the dark valley of the sha- 
dow of death with joy. They 
view it as the day in which they 
shall meci a sweet release from 
all their troubles. Above all, they 
will then be released from the do- 
minion of sinand be admitted into 
the presence of their God, where 
is fulness of joy for evermore. 

“Sept. 1. Sabbath morning. 
The sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper will this day be adminis- 
tered to the church of which 
I am now amember. It is a 


As the flower of 


long time since I enjoyed the 
privilege of uniting with the dear 
saints in commemorating the dy- 
ing love of the Lord of glory. 
¢ Do this in remembrance of me,’ 
was his dying command, to all 
who through repentance are 
made pariakers of the redemp- 
tion purchased with his blood. I 
have long thought the ordinance 
was denied me, because I was 
not worthy of receiving the bless- 
ed privilege. My life is dreadful, 
my sins are as mountains. If no- 
thing interposes to-day, to pre- 
vent my taking a seat with the 
followers of the Lamb, will it, 
can it be my duty ? | would give 
worlds for a Christian friend who 
would advise me. ‘The two last 
sacraments appeared to be with- 
held by the immediate hand of 
God. lt was my earnest desire 
that they might be, if I should, 
by coming to the table, dishonour 
my dear Kedeemer. And O God, 
wilt thou, to whom all things are 
known, and who hast all things 
at thy control, still withhold this 
privilege, if my name is not writ- 
ten among the followers of the 
Lamb. O let me not pollute thy 
table, with my unhallowed pre- 
sence, if 1 am sold under sin. 
But, O God, wilt thou greatly 
bless all those who are worthy 
and who shall this day assemble 
around thy board. May they be 
greatly refreshed by the living 
tood of which they shali partake ; 
and wilt thou fill them with great 
peace and joy from on high. And 
wilt thou too remember sinners 
in Zion with mercy and compas- 
sion. Cause them to repent of 
their sins and turn unto the Lord, 
before it be forever too late, 
Look, heavenly Father, with ten- 
der mercy on my dear husband. 
O that thou wouldst give hima 
new heart and renew a right 
spirit within him, Let me not, 
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O God, be a stumbling block in 
his way. If it can be consistent 
with thy holy will, let us both 
live to promote the cause of the 
dear Redeemer. Evenso, Amen.” 

Thus closed her Journal: and 
whoever shall attentively remark 
the change which it indicates in 
the mind of the author, wiil per- 
haps discover an interesting sense 
of her own unworthiness; and 
an interested engagedness for the 
salvation of others. And these 
are traits, illustrative of chris- 
tian character. ‘The christian 
knows more of the evil of sin 
and of the plague of his own 
heart than others; he is there- 


fore disposed to speak of himself 


in terms of abasement and self- 
loathing. But, reader, do not 
thence conclude, that he is fur- 
ther from true happiness and en- 
joyment than other men. If any 


unregenerate person, shall read 
this journal, let him 


inquire, 
whether he ever had peace and 
joy, like that which the writer 
experienced ? Do you ask, What 
was the foundation of her joy? 
It was God: Loving him supreme- 
ly, she could hate and abhor her 
own character, and yet be happy, 
because her happiness did not 
flow from the views which she 
had of herself; but from the 
views which she had of her God. 
Soon after recording the last en- 
try in her journal, she was taken 
sick with the fever of the coun- 
try. From this attack she never 
entirely recovered. Her feeble 
frame was unable to endure the 
trial which yet awaited her, and 
on the seventh day of February 
1€24, she fell asleep, we trust in 
Jesus, to be for ever with him in 
glory. Her last illness was short 
and distressing. ‘Two days be- 
fore her death, she became very 
much distressed in view of her sin- 
fulness and stupidity ; she thought 


she did not realize her own guilti- 
ness before God as she ought. 
She remained in this state of mind 
until the evening before she died, 
when she observed to those, who 
waited upon her, that she had 
enjoyed some moments of relief 
and happiness, and very soon, to 
use the language of her husband, 
‘she became the most composed 
and happy being I ever saw.’ 
Her physicians hac requested that 
she might be kept as quiet as pos- 
sible; but it was with great regret, 
she said, that she was prevented 
from talking as much as she 
pleased. It was the last oppor- 
tunity she should ever enjoy of 
warning those around her.—'The 
lowest plece in heaven was all 
she desired or expected, and even 
that was infinitely more than she 
felt that she deserved. Thus, in 
the 2ist year of her age, died 
this interesting and pious lady. 

Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord. 

Atileborough, Feb. 1826. 
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SIN—NOT A PUNISHMENT. 
Is not a sin a punishment, since 
the subject of it must be misera- 
ble, according to the divine con- 
stitution or nature of things ? 

I am disposed to answer this 
question in the negative. For, 

1. If sin be a punishment, then 
punishment and the desert of pun- 
ishment are the same; which is 
absurd. Desert of punishment, is 
as distinct from punishment, as a 
cause is from its effect. As a 
cause must exist anterior to its 
effect, so the desert of punish- 
ment must exist anterior to pun- 
ishment, or else itis unjust. Could 
God have punished Adam before 
he deserved punishment? Could 
he have deserved it before he 
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had sinned? Could his first sin, 
therefore, have been a punish- 
ment? But, 

2. Allowing that sin, according 
to the divine constitution and na- 
ture of things, is necessarily con- 
nected with punishment; yet sin 
and punishinent may not be the 
same. Sin may be distinct from 
what is inseparably connected 
with it. Shame is a natural con- 
sequence of sin; but who will 
say, that sin and shame are one 
and the same thing? Sin and re- 
morse of cunscience are connect- 
ed in nature; but is there no es- 
sential difference between them? 
So sin and eternal wretchedness 
are connected together by the 
divine constitution; but who can 
believe that they are both alike ? 
If sin is a punishment because it 
is inseparably connected with 
misery; then, for the same rea- 
son, holiness, under certain cir- 
cumstances, may be a_ punish- 
ment. Ina time of persecution 
for righteousness’ sake, a man 
who has holiness sufficient to 
keep the faith, must of necessity 
burn at the stake. But who can 
suppose that holiness in this case, 
becomes a punishment, mercly 
because it happens to be insepa- 
bly connected withit? Imay add, 

3. That notwithstanding sin, 
taken in connexion wiih the na- 
ture of things, and the divine 
constitution, may be an evil or 
disadvantage to a creature, yet 
it is no punishment. God may 
subject an innocent creature to 
an evil or disadvantage, though 
not to a punishment. God might 
have subjected man in innocency 
to the evil or disadvantage of 
blindness ; because what he had 
given him in sovereignty, he 


might in sovereignty have taken 
away. But, in that case, the loss 
of sight would not have been a 
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punishment. Punishment is pain 
or natural evil inflicted upon a 
rationalcreature for sin. ‘There- 
fore the loss of sight might have 
been a punishment to Adam, had 
God inflicted it upon him for sin, 
but not otherwise. Adam’s first 
sin, indeed, taken in connexion 
with the divine constitution, was 
an evil or disadvantage ; that is, 
itwould have been better for 
him, if no sinful volition had been 
produced in him; yet, since it 
could not have come upon him 
for any previous guilt, so it could 
not not be considered as a pun- 
ishment. It is a disadvantage to 
mankind, that they all came into 
the world depraved, in conse- 
quence of Adam’s first sin; yet 
since their first sinful volitions 
are produced in them, not for 
any antecedent guilt of their own, 
so their native depravity cannot 
be considered as a punishment. 
Hence allowing sin to be an evil 
or disadvantage, as connected 
with the nature of things, and the 
divine constitution; yet it has 
nothing in it, of the nature of a 
punishment. IsalaH. 


——- 
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THE OBLIGATION OF MEN TO ACKNOWL- 

EDGE AND BLESS GOD UNDER BOTH 

THE SMILES AND FROWNS OF HIS 

PROVIDENCE. 
Ir is generally thought that man- 
kind ought to acknowledge and 
bless God under the smiles of his 
providence. But few seem to 
consider that they are under ob- 
ligation to acknowledge and bless 
him under the frowns of his pro- 
vidence. It is the design of this 
communication, to show, that 
each of these duties is binding 
upon them in both cases. 

I. It is the duty of men to ae- 
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knowledge God, under both the 
smiles and frowns of his provi- 
dence. 

God is the Creator, Preserver, 
and Governor of all things. He 
rules in the kingdom of nature, 
providence, and grace. He caus- 
es all the revolutions of the sun, 
moon, and stars, and all the mo- 
tions and changes which take 
place in the earth. He controls 
all the views, purposes, and ac- 
tions of men. No good or evil 
can come to them, but under his 
direction, and by virtue of his in- 
fluence. ‘Every good gift, and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Fath- 
er of lights, with whom is no va- 
riableness, neither shadow of 
turning.” Affliction cometh not 
forth of the dust, neither doth 
trouble spring ont of the ground.” 
ss Is there evil in the city,” saith 
the prophet, “ and the Lord hath 
not done it?” Yea God himself 
claims the prerogative of send- 
ing good and evil upon mankind, 
according to his own sovereign 
pleasure. ‘1am the Lord, and 
there is none else. I form the 
light, and create darkness: | 
make peace, and create evil. I 
the Lord do all these things.” 
God always sends good and evil, 
according to his original purpose 
and appointment. And for this 
reason he says to the afflicted, 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it.’ Since God guides 
all the wheels of providence, and 
governs all secondary causes ; all 
good and evil are to be traced up 
to his holy, wise, and sovereign 
hand. He is to be acknowledged 
as the dispenser of all the good 
and evil, which mankind experi- 
ence, through all the stages and 
vicissitudes of life. Neither mer- 
cies, nor afflictions come to them 
by chance ; but are sent by God, 
who has a right to give, or deny, 
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or take away, as seemeth good in 
his sight. Accordingly good men 
have always looked through sec- 
ondary causes in the dispensations 
of his providence, and ascribed 
the good they enjoyed, and the 
evils they suffered, to the hand 
and heart of God. ‘Though Job 
knew that his great prosperity 
had been in a measure owing to 
his own care, activity, and dili- 
gence, and to the labour and pains 
of his servants, and to the aid of 
his fellow men; yet he acknowl- 
edges that God made him rich, 
and gave him all the good things 
he had enjoyed. And though he 
knew that Satan and wicked men 
had been concerned in slaying his 
flocks, and herds, and servants ; 
yet he ascribes all his calamities 
to the agency of the first and su- 
preme Cause of all things. He 
savs, without a single exception, 
‘The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath takenaway.” Andagain he 
says, with peculiar tenderness and 
sensibility, ** Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, O ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath 
touched me.” Joseph,in review- 
ing both the adversity, and pros- 
perity, which he had experienc- 
ed, through the astonishing scenes 
which he had passed, ascribes 
them all to the overruling hand 
of God. “So now it was not 
you,” says he to his brethren, 
*‘ that sent me hither, but God : 
and he hath made me a father to 
Pharoah, and lord of all his house, 
and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egypt.” ‘Thus it be- 
comes all men to acknowledge God, 
in all the good and evil they ex- 
perience, whether he gives, de- 
nies, or takes away, with or with- 
out the instrumentality of second 
causes. For God is as really and 
constantly concerned in ordering 
the circumstances and conditions 
of one person as of gnother. 
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And it can be owing to nothing 
but criminal stupidity, or infideli- 
ty, that any overlook the hand 
of God, in what they sufferor er- 
joy. ‘Lhe prophet reproves Bel- 
shazzar for disregarding the care, 
protection and goodness of his 
Creator. “The God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are 
all thy ways, hast thou not glo- 
ified.” Whether men are rich 
or poor, whether they are pros- 
perous, or unprosperous ; wheth- 
er they are in health or sick- 
ness; whether their friends, rel- 
atives and connexions are spared 
or taken away, they ought to ac- 
knowledge the hand ot God in 
all his dispensations towards them. 
And this acknowledgment implies 
something more than a mere 
speculative belief, that all the 
good and evil that falls to their 
lot, comes through the overruling 
hand of God. Multitudes are 
willing to say in words, and they 
believe what they say, that God 
governs the world and directs all 
events, prosperous and adverse ; 
and yet neither realize nor love 
this most interesting truth. They 
feel and act, rejoice or mourn, 
hope or fear, as though God were 
not in all their thoughts. But 


Job realized and approved of 


the divine agency under his af- 
flictions. He telt and enjoyed 
this consoling and humiliating 
truth. He said, “Shall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of the 
Lord, and shall we not receive 
evil ? And again he said, « Though 
he slay me yet will 1 trust in 
him.” He felt himself to be in 
the hands of God, as clay is in 
the hands of the potter. And 
thus it becomes all men to ac- 
knowledge, with deep sensibility, 
that it is God who gives or takes 
away their comlorts and enjoy- 
ments, and who raises them up, 
or casts them down by his holy 


and sovereign hand. Nor is this 
all. For, 

Il. ‘They ought to bless, as 
well as acknowledge God, under 
both the smiies and frowns of his 
providence. Job acknowledged, 
that God had given and taken 
away, and then adds what is still 
more important, ‘ Blessed be the 
name of the Lerd.”” He blessed 
God in taking away, as well as 
in granting his favours, though 
the taking away was extremely 
distressing and paintul. And 
in this it is said “he sinned 
not,” but felt and conducted 
right. He ought to have blessed 
God under both the smiles and 
frowns of his providence. And 
what was his duty in his situation, 
is the duty of the bereaved and 
afflicted, in all other similar cases. 
For, 

1. God never takes away any 
favours from mankind, but what 
he meant to take away when he 
gave them. It is true, he does 
not inform the subjects of his 
mercies, how long he intends to 
continue, or how soon he intends 
to take away his favours; but he 
always determines in his own 
mind, before he bestows any 
blessing, how long that blessiag 
shall continue, and whether it 
shall or shall not be removed 
during life. As he always has 
some purpose to answer by every 
good gilt, so when that good gitt 
has answered the purpose tor 
which it was given, he takes it 
away, and not before. So that 
he acts from the same benevolent 
motive in taking away, as in be- 
stowing his favours. Could we 
see his motives in giving, we 
could see his motives in taking 
away; and of course, could see 
the same goodness in taking away 
as in giving. He never bestows the 
least favourupon any individual of 
the human race, without weighing 
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the consequences of giving; nor, 
if he means to take itaway, with- 
out weighing the consequences 
of taking it away. He always 
gives and takes away after the 
counsel of his own will, or his 
original designs, which, like him- 
self, are perfectly holy, just, and 
good. If mankind have reason to 
bless God for giving, in any in- 
stance, they have the same rea- 
son to bless him for taking away 
what he has given. ‘This is al- 
ways true in respect to God, 
though not always true in respect 
to men. ‘They may have better 
motives in giving than in taking 
away. ‘They may give in kind- 
ness, but take away in unkind- 
ness. But the kind parent of the 
universe never treats his creatures 
so. He gives and takes away 
from precisely the same benevo- 
lent motives. And this is a good 
reason why mankind should bless 
him under both the smiles and 
frowns of his providence. 

2. The favours which God con- 
tinues, are generally more nume- 
rous and more important than 
those he removes. Life itself is 
paramount to all other earthly 
favours; for were they all taken 
away but that, that alone would 
overbalance all the losses and be- 
reavements which could be sus- 
tained. Hence the prophet de- 
mands, ** Wherefore should a liv- 
tng man complain?” But God 
generally spares far more than 
he takes away, and mingles innu- 
merable mercies with his judg- 
ments. The mercies he bestows 
and continues are clear manifes- 
tations of his kindness to the af- 
flicted, and demonstrate that he 
‘does not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men.” If 
he meant to treat them unkindly, 
he would strip them of all their 
comforts and enjoyments. But 
his mercy always rejoices against 

YOE, It. 11 
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judgment, which ought to con- 
vince them that he is more ready 
to give than to take away. This 
ought to fill their hearts with 
gratitude, and cause them to bless 
the Lord at ail times. For they 
always have reason to feel and 
say, “It is of the Lord’s mercies 
that we are not consumed, and 
because his compassions fail not.”” 

3. The afilicted know that what- 
ever personal evils God brings up- 
on them, he constantly seeks the 
general good of the universe, and 
that all the sufferings they en- 
dure, are calculated and designed 
to answer that wise and benevo- 
lent purpose. All personal evils 
and calamities are intended and 
suited to promote the general 
good, whether they do, or do not 
promote the private, personal 
good of the sufferers. Job’s ca- 
lamities, which were designed for 
his good, were no less designed 
for the benefit of thousands, in 
all future ages. They have been, 
are now, and will he, instructive 
and consoling to multitudes, who 
have heard, and will hear of his 
sufferings and patience. Abra- 
ham’s trial was designed not only 
for his good, but for the good of 
the children of Abraham from 
generation to generation to the 
end of time. ‘The series of ca- 
lamities, inflicted on the murmur- 
ing Israelites, have answered, and 
will answer important purposes 
to the world in general from aga 
to age. God makes use of indi. 
viduals to teach and to warn the 
world, by their conduct under his 
chastising hand. And the afflic. 
ted may always consider, that 
whether they do, or shall receive 
benefit from their own afflictions, 
the world certainly will. God ig 
aiming at a good end in afflicting 
them, and this end he will cer. 
tainly accomplish, whatever be. 
comes of them. And ought they 
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not to bless him, for seeking an 
end which is superior to their 
personal good, whether that be 
secured or lost by his smiles or 
frowns -upon them? The consi- 
deration that God is constantly 
and ultimately pursuing the high- 
est happiness of the whole intel- 
ligent creation, is a weighty rea- 
son for blessing and praising him 
in the darkest seasons, and under 
the heaviest public or private 
calamities. ‘The primitive chris- 
tians esteemed it a privilege to 
be counted worthy to suffer for 
the cause of Christ, and the ben- 
efit of the world. And why 
should not men now consider it a 
privilege to suffer for the good 
of the world? When God afflicts, 
or bereaves, he implicitly says to 
the afflicted or bereaved, do you 
now teach your fellow-men how 
to feel and conduct under the 
evils and calamities of life. Be 
an example of suffering affliction, 
and improve the opportunities I 
give you to promote the best in- 
terest of mankind, which is my 
supreme aim in laying my heavy 
hand upon you. 

4. The afflicted and bereaved 
have often reason to bless God, 
because the evils they are suffer- 
ing are so much lighter than those 
which many others have suffered, 
and are suffering. They are apt 
to think and say, “there is no 
sorrow like unto my sorrow.” 
Let them only look into the scrip- 
tures, and read the history of 
God’s conduct towards nations 
and individuals, and they will see 
reason to believe, that their own 
trials and afllictions, and bereave- 
ments, are light indeed, when 
compared with those recorded in 
the eleventh of Hebrews, and in 
other parts of the scripture. Or 
let them look around them, and 
they can hardly fail to find one 
and another pressed down with 
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heavier burdens and severer af- 
flictions, than they have been 
called to endure. And when 
they see this discrimination in 
their favour, to what can they as- 
cribe it, but the mere mercy of 
him who punishes them much 
less than they deserve? But, 

5. Thereis another reason, why 
men should always bless God un- 
der both the smiles and frowns of 
his providence, and that is, be- 
cause this is the only way to 
make all his dealings with them 
work together for their good. 
There is an infallible connexion 
between their feeling and acting 
right under divine corrections, 
and their receiving spiritual and 
everlasting benefit from them. 
Abraham, Jacob, and Job derived 
great spiritual benefit from their 
singular and severe suffering and 
bereavements. David found it to 
be good for him that he had been 
afflicted. Afflictions, as well as 
mercies, are suited to promote 
the spiritual benefit of the sub- 
jects of them, if they only wisely 
and properly improve them. If 
they are submissive under the 
frowns, as well as thankful under 





the smiles of providence, they ; 
express that pure love to God to 4 
which the promise is made, * that "| 


all things shall work together for 
their good.” The great accuser 
of the brethren insinuated that 
Job loved God merely for his fa- 
vours, and would curse him to 
his face if he bereaved him of 
what he hadgiver. Accordingly 
God put Job’s sincerity to the test, 
and he endured the trial; for he 
blessed God under his frowns as 
well as under his smiles. And 
by such a tender, teachable, filial 
and submissive spirit, he turned 
the frowns as well as smiles of 
God to his own present and fu- 
ture good. ‘This then is the way, 
and the only way of deriving cer- 
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tain and saving benefit from all 
the dispensations of providence. 
Hence it becomes the afflicted 
and bereaved to bless God in their 
present situation. ‘They have no 
occasion for prying into the coun- 
sels of Heaven, or attempting to 
comprehend the divine purposes. 
They have only to be still and 


wait for the salvation of God. If 


they bless God, he will bless 
them. God is doing right, and 
if they will only feel and do 
right, he will teach them to pro- 
fit, by the best means which in- 
finite wisdom and goodness can 
use with them. Let all the af- 
flicted follow the example and ad- 
vice of Job. Let them now ac- 
quaint themselves with him and 
be at peace, and thereby good 
shall come unto them. 


a ee 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY.—BY BUNYANUS. 
CHAPTER VII. 
Wutte the pilgrims were thus en- 
gaged in their meditations, near 
the cross, and giving vent to their 
various feelings, | observed a 
man come up to them, in the 
habit which Evangelist wore, 
whose name was Self-conceit, and 
with a countenance which ex- 
pressed some pity, and much 
contempt, he began, 

S. c. Unhappy, deluded men! 
What do you mean, by looking at 
that cross with so much emotion? 
You seem to be full of wild ec- 
stacy, rapture, and enthusiasm. 

Ard. I cannot but weep, when 
I look at that cross, and think of 
him who died upon it, to make 
atonement for sin, by the shed- 
ding of his blood. 

S.c. I pity your ignorance. 
You are not acquainted with the 
works of that great and excellent 
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philosopher, the very learned and 
worthy J)octor Priestley, or you 
would not entertain the absurd 
and vulgar idea, that the death 
of that man made any atonement 
for sin. He says, “ Christ being 
a man, who suffered and died in 
the best of causes, there is noth- 
ing so very different in the occa- 
sion and manner of his death, 
from that of others, who suffered 
and died after him, in the same 
cause of Christianity, but that 
their sufferings and death may be 
considered in the same light with 
his.’ The death of Paul, or 
any other martyr, might as well 
be considered as making atone- 
ment for sin. But I want no 
atonement. My good moral life 
is all my dependence. 

Ard. But, does not Paul speak 
of Christ as him “in whom we 
have redemption, through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace?” 

S. c. Paul indeed says it; but 
the same great philosopher has 
told us that Paul often reasons 
inconclusively. No doubt Paul 
said what he thought; but he 
was in the same mistake that you 
are. 

Th. But this goes to deny the 
divine authority of the scriptures. 

S.c. Yes: the same excellent 
and worthy Doctor says to one of 
his correspondents, “ Neither I, 
nor [ presume yourself, believe 
implicitly every thing that is ad- 
vanced by any writer in the Old 
or New Testament. I believe 
all the writers to have been men, 
and consequently fallible, and lia- 
ble to mistake.” ‘That the 
books of scripture were written 
by particular divine inspiration, 
is a notion destitute of all proof, 
and that has done great injury to 
the evidence of Christianity. 

Th. If you reject the doctrine 
of atonement, and deny the inspi- 











84 The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Nineteenth Century. 


ration of the scriptures, I see not 
why you are not a Deist, and 
consider him who died on the 
cross, not as the Lord from heay- 
en, but a vile impostor. 

S.c. No; lam not a Deist: I 
am a Unitarian Christian ; that is, 
a liberal, enlightened, and ration- 
al Christian. I venerate him 
who died on the cross, as a good 
mnan, but as nothing more than a 
man, who had no existence till 
he was born of Mary. The dif- 
ference between us and Deisis, 
however, isnotgreat. ‘The same 
worthy and learned philosopher, 
in speaking of a man who had 
been thought a Deist, says, “* He 
is generally considered as an un- 
believer: If so, however, he 
cannot be far from us,and | hope in 
the way to be not only almost, but 
altogether what we are.” And 
my very worthy friend, the en- 
lightened and liberal Mr. Cogan, 
says, * The sincere and conscien- 
tious Deist cannot be far from the 
kingdom of heaven ;” in which 
sentiment | cordially concur. 

Th. But if Christ was a good 
man, he would tell the truth; 
and he speaks of himself as hav- 
ing come down trom heaven, and 
says, (John, vi. 62,) “ What and 
if ye shall see the Son of Man 
ascend up where he was before ?”’ 

S.c. I know not what to do 
with this passage, but to deny 
that Christ ever uttered it. My 
great master, the aforesaid acute 
and learned philosopher, did not 
know what to do with it. He 
confesses, that, “ ‘Though not sat- 
isfied with any interpretation of 
this extraordinary passage, yet 
rather than believe our Saviour 
to have existed in any other state 
before the creation of the world, 
or to have left some state of 

reat dignity and happiness, when 
e came hither, he would have 
recourse to the old and exploded 


Socinian idea, of Christ’s actual 
ascent into heaven, or of his im- 
agining that he had been carried 
up thither in a vision; which, 
like that of St. Paul, he had not 
been able to distinguish from a 
reality ; nay, he would not build 
an article of faith of such magni- 
tude on the correctness of John’s 
recollections and representation 
of our Lord’s language; and so 
Strange and incredible does the 
hypothesis of a pre-existent state 
appear, that sooner than admit it, 
he would suppose the whole 
verse to be an interpolation, or 
that the old apostle dictated one 
thing, and his amanuensis wrote 
another.” 

rd. I cannot bear to hear my 
Lord and Saviour thus degraded. 
You suppose him, who knew all 
things, not to be able to teli 
whether he was in heaven or 
upon earth! 

S. c. He might be a very good 
man, and yet be ignorant of many 
things. ‘That truly great and 
good man, the very learned and 
worthy Mr. Belsham, says, ‘* The 
Unitarian doctrine is, that Jesus 
of Nazareth was a man, consti- 
tuted in all respects like other 
men, subject to the same infirmi- 
ties, the same ignorance, preju- 
dices, and frailties.” And to give 
one instance, I would observe, 
that he no doubt really thought, 
that many in his day were pos- 
sessed with devils; but my great 
master, Doctor Priestley, has 
shown that this was a vulgar er- 
ror of the Jews, and that there 
are no such beings as devils, those 
people being only deranged in 
their inteliects. 

Th. Did Mr. Belsham think, 
then, that Christ was a sinner ? 
If he was “a man in all respects 
like other men,” that seems to 
be a necessary conclusion. 

S. c. We are not fond of using 
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such harsh language ; we prefer 
softer terms. We call many 
things infirmities and frailties, 
which others call sins. We do 
not like to be so impolite as to 
call any man a sinner, unless he 
is grossly vicious. We entertain 
a very favourable opinion of the 
goodness of human nature. And 
Mr. Belsham thinks, that * with 
few, if any exceptions, there isa 
very great preponderance of 
good, in every individual.” 

Ard. 1 know too much of my 
own heart to believe that. I know 
that in my natural state, “ every 
imagination of the thoughts of 
my heart was only evil continual- 
ly.” And hence I feel the need 
of “the washing of regenera- 
tion,” and of cleansing by the 
blood of Christ. And whatever 
you may say, I am resolved to 
foilow the example of the scrip- 
ture saints in praising and ador- 
ing my Lord and Saviour. “Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God, and his Father: 
To him be glory and dominion, 
for ever and ever, Amen.” 

S.c. I must conclude of you, 
as the very worthy, enlightened, 
and liberal Mr. Lindsay does of 
those like you: “There is no 
reasoning with such _ persons: 
they are to be pitied, and consid- 
ered as being under a delusion of 
mind.” The great and excellent 
Mr. Belsham says, “Jesus is in- 
deed now alive. But as we are 
totally ignorant of the place 
where he resides, and of the 
occupations in which he is en- 
gaged, there can be no proper 
foundation for religious addresses 
to him, nor of gratitude for fa- 
vours now received, nor yet of 
confidence in his future interpo- 
sition in our behalf.” 

So the man left them, and 
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went on in the road of the pil- 
grims ; and they soon after walk- 
ed on also, discoursing together. 

Th. That Self-conceit must be 
iguorant of his own heart, to think 
he can depend upon his good 
moral life, and has no need of any 
atonement for his sins. I could 
never think of accepting Paul or 
Moses as my Saviour. 

Ard. 1 feel that I need an Al- 
mighty Saviour; and that it would 
be only insulting my misery to 
bid me trust in a creature. Those 
who have any proper sense of 
the sinfulness of their hearts, 
cannot be led away by this man. 

F. w. 1 am not disposed to em- 
brace his sentiments respecting 
the atonement ; for | know that 
Jesus died for my sins, and that I 
have received pardon through 
his blood. 

Love-s. 1 can never admit that 
Christ is a mere creature ; for if 
he had been, his obedience could 
never be set down to my account. 
He must have been required to 
obey for himself. 

Vo-law. And it he had beena 
man “in all respects like other 
men,” his death must have been 
a punishment for his own sins; 
and so my sins could not have 
been all punished in him, which 
is my only hope. 

Th. 1 do not see how the obe- 
dience of Christ to the moral 
law, can ever be set down to our 
account. If he had failed of be- 
ing perfectly conformed to that 
law, on his own account, it would 
have been a sin in him. He was 
tried by the tempter in the wil- 
derness; and if he had complied 
with his temptations, he would 
have been a transgressor, and 
utterly unfit to make atonement 
for the sin of the world. His 
obedience to the moral law was 
perfect, but no more than per- 
fect. It was necessary to qualify 
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him to make atonement, but did 
not constitute any part of the 
atonement itself; for itis written, 
“It is the blood which maketh 
atonement for the soul.” 

No-law. Is it not written also, 
that “by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous 2” 

Th. Yes. But that is not what 
is commonly called his active 
obedience ; that is, his contorm- 
ity to the moral law; but it was 
what is called his passive obedi- 
ence—his obedience to the com- 
mand of the Father in laying 
down his life. He says, ‘“* No 
man taketh it from me; butI lay 
it down of myself: I have pow- 
er to lay it down, and J have 
power to take it again. This 
commandment have I received of 
my Father.” It is by his obedi- 
ence to this commandment, that 
is, it is by means of his laying 
down his life, and pouring out his 
precious blood on the cross, that 
many are pardoned, or justified 
from their sins. But his active 
obedience, or conformity to the 
moral law was necessary for him- 
self, to qualify him to make 
atonement by his blood, as a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. 

No-law. 1 cannot agree with 
you. You seem to talk like a le- 
galist. You would divide the 
work of your salvation with 
Christ. And while he bore the 
pun shment of your sins, you 
would obey for yourself. You 
seem ‘9 be opposed to salvation 
by grace. 

Th. 1 am not conscious of feel- 
ing any opposition to salvation by 
grace alone. I believe that the 
salvation of a sinner is all of 
grace, from beginning to end. If 
it is not, I am sure there can be 
no hope for me. But you will 
perhaps be more confirmed in 
your opinion, when I add, that | 
do not consider the sufferings of 


Christ as a true and proper pun- 
ishment for the sins of men. 

F. w. Why, brother, how you 
talk! You are more of an Ar- 
minian than I am. Brother No- 
law calls me a legalist, because I 
am for works. But I believe 
that Christ bore the punishment 
of my sins. Oh, I know he did; 
and I bless him for it. 

Th. 1 think that the punish- 
ment, which the law threatened 
to sin, is eternal death. And 
Christ did not suffer eternal death : 


he rose again on the third day. 


Love-s. How then can a sinner 
be exempted from the punish- 
ment of his sins? If they are not 
fully punished in his surety, they 
must be fully punished in himself. 

Th. ‘They must be fully pun- 
ished in himself, or they must be 
freely forgiven for Christ’s sake. 
If they are punished, either in 
himself, or in another, (if that 
were possible,) there is no room 
for forgiveness. When a punish- 
ment has been fully inflicted, no 
more is due. But where no pun- 
ishment is due, there is none to 
be remitted. The way of salva- 
tion by him who died on the cross, 
is a way of forgiveness. It is 
written, “Through this man is 
preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins.” This forgiveness 
is granted freely to all that are 
willing to accept it as a free gift 
to the ill-deserving. Thus, I 
think, justification is an act of 
grace, as well as every other step, 
in the sinner’s salvation. 

F. w. Grace! Yes: salvation is 
all of grace. But itis free grace ; 
that is, free for all, nothing more 
being done for one than there is 
for another. 

Th. It is free grace, indeed. 
But it is free, because bestowed 
freely upon the _ ill-deserving. 
Pardon is indeed offered freely 
to all; but all reject it, and if no- 
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thing more was done for them, 
none would ever accept it. 

F. w. Oh yes. Nothing more 
was done for me, than there is 
for every other man; but I work- 
ed for it and got it. 

No-law. You are both too le- 
gal. You hold to works. I am 
for grace without’ works. 

By this time, 1 perceived that 
they had arrived at the place 
where Christiansaw Simple, Sloth, 
and Presumption asleep by the 
road side, and who had been hang- 
ed for their crimes, when Chris- 
tiana and her company passed 
by. And here they found, on the 
left side of the road, a conside- 
rable village, named Careless, in- 
habited by the posterity of those 
men who walked in the steps of 
their fathers. And as they pass- 
ed along, a man came out to meet 
them whose name was Puff, and 
invited them to turn aside, and 
rest themselves a little. And 
then, said he, you may have an 
opportunity to hear a sermon 
from our minister, the most pop- 
ular preacher in all these parts, 
Mr. Seli-cenceit, a very worthy 
and excellent man, 1 assure you, 
and the most agreeable preacher 
I ever heard. 

Ard. 1 have some knowledge 
of him already, and I do not wish 
to hear him. 

Puff. You never heard him 
preach, I suppose ; for if you had, 
you must admire him, and wish to 
hear him again. 

Ard. No, | never heard him 
preach; but I heard him converse 
in such a manner as | wish never 
to hear another. 

Puff. You must have provoked 
him to engage in controversy, I 
conclude. But he never introdu- 
ces any controversy in his preach- 
ing. He dwells exclusively on 
‘‘ those great truths and precepts, 
about which there is little con- 
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tention.” He never introduces 
any of those unintelligible doc- 
trines, about which christians 
have so often disputed. He thinks 
it would *“ perplex, and needless- 
ly perplex, a common congrega- 
tion, consisting of persons of all 
ages, capacities, degrees of im- 
provement, and conditions in soci- 
ety.” All the inhabitants of our 
village “ will testify, how little 
he has sought to influence them 
on the topics of dispute among 
christians, how little he has la- 
boured to make them partizans, 
how constantly he has besought 
them to look with candour on 
other denominations, and to de- 
light in all the marks which oth- 
ers exhibit of piety and goodness.” 
He “professes to accord with 
that apostle, who has taught us 
that charity is greater than faith 
and hope; more excellent than 
the tongue of angels, and the 
understanding of all mysteries.” 
And as a proof of his excellence 
as a minister, 1 could mention 
‘the singular prosperity he has 
enjoyed.” ‘ Perhaps in no part 
of the world is the condition of 
ministers more favoured than his. 
Whilst he receives nothing of a 
superstitious homage, or a blind 
submission, he finds himself re- 
spected by all classes of society, 
and, I may say, distinguished by 
the eminent, the enlightened and 
the good.” «In our society there 
are no divisions, no jealousies, no 
parties to disturb us.” He often 
apeals to us, from those who wish 
to slander him; saying, “+ Breth- 
ren, you know me, for I live 
among you; I visit you in your 
families ; I speak to you from the 
pulpit; I repair to you in your 
sorrows; and | sit too at the ta- 
ble of your festivity.” And we 
all agree that we have no fault 
to find with him, for he is exactly 
one of us in all respects. 
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Feel-w. | did not, indeed, like 
all his conversation, when we 
saw him; but I think I should 
like his preaching, if it answers 
your description. I feel inclined 
to stop and hear him. 

Love-s. And so do}. But your 
church, I see, is some distance 
out of our way. I should like 
to hear him for once, extremely. 
But, the day is far spent, and I 
should like to reach the house 
Beautiful to-night; for I hear 
that there is good entertainment 
for pilgrims there. And 1 am 


afraid we shall not get there, if 


‘we stop. I do not like to go so 
far out of our way. 

Puff. That need be no objec- 
tion. You will find good enter- 
tainment in our village, at the 
house of Mr. Easy, or at the 
house of Mr. Indifference. They 
are the deacons of our church, 
and entertain pilgrims at free 
cost. 

No-l, I shall certainly stop. I 
do not mind going a little out of 
the way, or staying all night. I 
would not miss the opportunity 
of hearing such a popular preach- 
er, if I had to stay even longer. 

Th. 1 cannot consent to stop, 
nor to turn aside out of our way. 
And besides, ! have no desire to 
hear such preaching as has been 
described. And from the conver- 
sation we had with Mr. Self-con- 
ceit at the cross, it is plain, that 
he is an advocate of error, whom 
we are forbidden to hear. 

Feel-w. You are too uncharita- 
ble, brother. I did not like all 
he said to us; but I will not con- 
demn any man, because he differs 
from me in some things. We 
cannot all think alike any more 
than we can all look alike. 

No-l. Brother Feel-well has 
spoken my mind exactly. For 
though I differ from him in many 
things, yet we have come all the 


way together without any un- 
pleasant feelings between us. 

Feel-w. Yes; though | differ 
from you all, in some things of 
minor importance, yet I have per- 
fect charity for you all. And I 
can bear testimony, that brother 
Love-self, and brother No-law, 
and I, have come all the way 
from home, with the greatest 
harmony of feeling. Pilgrims 
may feel alike, if they cannot 
think alike; and there ought to 
be union among them all. 

Love-s. Yes; that is right. I 
am for union too. And though 1! 
do not enjoy myself quite so well 
as brother Feel-well, and have 
more trouble than brother No- 
law ; yet I believe we feel very 
much alike in the main, and 
agree in the essentials of our ex- 
perience. 

Puff. 1 am sure, then, you will 
be pleased to hear our minister. 
He preaches universal charity, 
and teaches us unbounded liberali- 
ty towards all denominations. 

Th. 1 beg leave to read a sen- 
tence or two from my book, 
which appear to me to decide 
the question of duty. It is writ- 
ten, ** Take heed what ye hear.— 
Cease, my son, to hear the in- 
struction which causeth to err 
from the words of knowledge.—I 
beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and 
offences, contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and 
avoid them.—If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: 
for he that biddeth him God 
speed, is partaker of his evil 
deeds.”” From what this man said 
to us, at the cross, it is plain, that 
he does not bring the doctrine of 
Christ, but preaches another gos- 
pel than that which is contained 
inthe King’s statute book. 
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Ard. | am satisfied that we 
ought not to hear thisman. And 
I have no inclination, for he would 
rob me of my Saviour, and de- 
stroy the foundation of my hope. 

F-w. You must do as you think 
best. I do not understand those 
passages of your book as you do. 
I depend more upon my own feel- 
ings, than upon the interpretation 
of such dark and difficult pas- 
sages. My feelings are in favour 
of hearing him this time; and I 
know by them that it is right for 
me to do so. 

So Feel-well, Love-self, and 
No-law, turned aside with Mr. 
Puff; and Thoughtful, and Ardent 
went on their way. ‘Then said 
Ardent to his companion, 

Ard. 1 thought it evidently 
wrong to hear this man, because 
he denied the divinity of our 
Lord, and rejected the authority 
of the King’s statute book. But 
1 had not thought of its being 
wrong to hear others whose er- 
rors are less flagrant. ‘The pas- 
sages you read, however, seem 
to go further than I had supposed, 
and prohibit hearing those who 
propagate any error. 

Th. Every error must be hurt- 
ful in a degree; and one error 
naturally leads to another. It is 
no doubt wrong to hear those 
who propagate any error, which 
is subversive of the gospel; any 
fundamental error. And there 
must be some danger in hearing 
any error whatever. 

Ard. How shall we know where 
to draw the line? For I suppose 
that many preach error mixed 
with truth, some more and some 
less. 

Th. 1am not prepared to an- 
swer that question. I should like 
to be better informed on that 
point. But so much I think is 
plain, that any error, which rep- 
resents the gospel system to be 
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essentially different from what it 
is, in doctrines, experience, or 
duties, must be a radical and fun- 
damental error: And that those 
who propagate any such error 
ought not to receive any coun- 
tenance or encouragement. And 
I think it plain, from the passa- 
ges I read, that if we do give 
countenance and encouragement 
to such, we become partakers of 
their evil deeds. 

rd. I think I can see a reason 
why those who are not establish- 
ed in the faith would be likely to 
receive injury from hearing er- 
ror, but I do not see why those 
who are well established, might 
not hear it sometimes with ad- 
vantage to themselves. Itis well 
to know what can be said on both 
sides of a controverted point. 

Th. There are other ways for 
us to promote our own improve- 
ment, without taking any meth- 
ods which the king has forbidden. 
But if it were not dangerous lis- 
tening to deceivers, the King’s 
book would not have given so 
many cautions on that point. We 
may have too high an opinion of 
our own knowledge and stability, 
and be led out of the way, before 
we are aware of the danger. 
But if you and I were in no dan- 
ger ourselves, we might, by our 
example do great injury to oth- 
ers. If the young, the weak, and 
the ignorant, were to see those 
whom they esteem wiser and bet- 
ter than themselves, going to 
hear an advocate of error, they 
would be likely to think they 
might do sotoo. And thus, if we 
should receive no injury to our- 
selves, we might be the occasion 
of ruining others. I think it safest, 
therefore, to obey the precepts 
given, and shun every appear- 
ance of evil, and every occasion 
of evil to ourselves or others. 
And I think it a good rule that 








90 


where any action is of doubtful 
propriety, we should abstain from 
it. He that is disposed to ap- 
proach frequently to the extreme 
limits between right and wrong, 
will be in danger of overstepping 
those limits, especially where 
those limits are not clearly de- 
fined. And he that allows him- 
self to go as far towards the 
wrong as he can with safety, 
gives us occasion to suspect that 
he would like to go further if he 
dared, and to fear that he will, 
at some time, acquire the cour- 
age to do so. 


—ge—. 


ANECDOTE. 


Some years since, a merchant in 
one of our seaports, on fitting out 
a ship for India, told the captain, 
at the time of making the con- 
tract for the voyage, that there 
must be no swearing among the 
officers and crew ; that he, (the 
captain,) must engage not to 
swear himself, nor permit others 
to be profane; that he must do 
as he pleased, with respect to 
taking the command of the ship, 
on these terms; but, if he ac- 
cepted the employment, it would 
be expected, that he should rig- 
idly adhere to the stipulation, and 
that it should be known, as the 
Jaw of the ship, that no profane- 
ness was to be indulged. 

The captain seemed to have 
no objection to reforming, but in- 
quired, ‘“*How can I suddenly 
break off an inveterate habit?” 
[ will take care that you be 
reminded of your duty,” said the 
owner. ‘ Wear the ring that I 


will give you, and let the law of 
the vessel be explicitly known.” 
Accordingly, he procured a ring 
for the captain, with this motto 
engraved upon it; SWEAR NOT AT 
The vessel soon sailed, and, 


ALL. 





Anecdotes. 


after performing the voyage, 
returned. On being inquired of 
respecting the subject, the su- 
percargo declared, that there 
had been no profaneness on 
board, excepting a little within 
the first twenty days after 
sailing. At the close of this short 
period, the old habit was entirely 
destroyed; and during the re- 
mainder of the voyage, both at 
sea and in port, the success of 
the experiment was complete. 

This single fact is of inestima- 
ble value, as it shows how ground- 
less are the common palliations 
of profaneness, and how easy it 
is to do good, when a _ person 
seriously engaged in it, is influ- 
enced by principle, and acts with 
decision. 


ANECDOTE. 


A Baronet of the last century, 
whose mansion was in Yorkshire, 
was supposed to be dead; when 
the following conversation took 
place between his jester or fool, 
and his servants: 

Serv. Our master is gone.— 
Fool. Ah! whitheris he gone ?— 
Serv. To heaven, to be sure.— 
Fool. To heaven! no, that he is 
not, I am certain.—Serv. Why 
so ?—Fool. Why because heaven 
is a great way off; and when my 
master was going along journey,he 
used for some time before to talk 
about it and prepare for it; but 
1 never heard him speak of heav- 
en, or saw him make any prepa- 
rations for going: he cannot 
therefore, be going thither. The 
Baronet, however, recovered, 
and this conversation being told 
him, he was so struck with it, that 
he immediately began to prepare 
for his journey to the eternal 
world. 
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Missionary Intelligence. 


YAissionary Entelliaence. 


From the Missionary Herald. 
A BRIEF VIEW OF THE MISSIONS UNDER THE DIRECTION 
OF SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


[Concluded from page 63.] 


Il. UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Missions among the Osaces-or-THE-ARKansas—the OsaGES-OF-THE- 
Missouri—Indians at Tuscarora, Seneca, and Cararaveus, on the 
western borders of the State of New-Yorx—at Mackinaw, in Michi- 
gan Territory—at Maver, in the State of Ohio—and among the 





American Emigrants in the Island of Hayrt. 


THE OSAGES. 

A tribe of Indians in the Ar- 
kansas and Missouri Territories. 
Population about 8000. Missions 
at Union, Hopefield, Harmony, 
and Neosho. 

Union.—Among the Osages of 
the Arkansas, on the West bank 
of Grand river. Commenced in 
1820. Rev. William F. Vaill, Mis- 
sionary, Dr. Marcus Palmer, Phy- 
sician, Stephen Fuller, Abraham 
Redfield, John M. Spaulding, Al- 
exander Woodruff, and George 
Requa, Assistant Missionaries, Far- 
mers and Mechanics ; and seven 
females. 

Hopefield.— About four miles 
from Union. Commenced in 1822. 
Rev. William B. Montgomery, 
Missionary ; C. Requa, Superin- 
tendent of Secular Concerns. 

Harmony.—Among the Osages 
of the Missouri, on the north bank 
of the Marias de Cein. Rev. 
Nathaniel B. Dodge, Missionary, 
Dr. William Belcher, Physician, 
Daniel H. Austin, Samuel New- 
ton, Otis Sprague, and Amasa 
Jones, Teachers, Farmers and Me- 
chanics ; and six females. 

Neosho.—On a river of that 
name, about 80 miles southwest 
of Harmony. Commenced in 


1824. Rev. Benson Pixley, Mis- 
sionary, Samuel B. Bright, Far- 
mer ; and two females. 





Neosho is an agricultural set- 
tiement containing ten Indian fa- 
milies. 

INDIANS IN NEW-YORK. 

The remains of the six Nations. 
Stations at Tuscarora, Seneca, 
and Cataraugus. 


Tuscarora.—About four miles 
east of Lewiston, Niagara county. 
Transferred to the U. F. M. S. 
in 182]; established by the New- 
York Missionary Society about 
20 years before. Rev. David 
M. Smith, Temporary Missionary. 

The mission church contains 17 
members. 


Seneca.—About four or five 
miles from Buffalo. Commenced 
by the New-York Miss. Soc. in 
1811: transferred in 1821. Rey. 
Thomas S. Harris, Missionary. 

Cataraugus.—A few miles east 
of the shore of Lake Erie, and 
about thirty miles from Buffalo. 
Commenced in 1822. William 
A Thayer, Superintendent, and 
Gilbert Clark, and H. Bradley, 
Assistant Missionaries. 

A meeting-house has lately 
been erected by the Indians, and 
dedicated to the worship of God. 
INDIANS IN THE MICHIGAN 

TERRITORY. 

Mackinaw.—On the Island of 
Michilimackinack. Commenced 
in 1823. Rev. William M. Fer- 
ry, Missionary, Martin Heyden- 
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burk, Assistant Missionary ; and 
three females. 
INDIANS IN OHIO. 

Maumee.—On a river of that 
name. ‘This mission was estab- 
lished by the Synod of Pittsburgh 
and since has been transferred to 
the U. F. M.S. The names of 
the Missionaries are not known. 
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HAYTI. 


Commenced in 1824, among 
the coloured people who have 
lately removed from the United 
States, estimated at more than 
5000. Rev. Benjamin F. Hughes, 
Superintendent, and Rev. William 
G. Pennington, Assistant Mission- 
ary. 


III. AMERICAN BAPTIST BOARD OF MISSIONS. 
Missions in BurmaH—WEsTERN Arrica—among the Cueroxres—the 
Cxeexks—and the Inpians in Micuican and Inprana. 


BURMAH. 

An empire of Southern Asia. 
It is about 1200 miles in length 
but varies much in breadth. 
Population estimated at 17,000- 
000. Commencedin 1814. Sta- 
tions at Rangoon and Ava. 

Rangoon is the principal sea- 
port of the empire. Population 
30,000.—Ava is the seat of gov- 
ernment, 350 miles above Ran- 
goon. Rev. Adoniram Judson, 
D. D., Rev. Jonathan D. Price, 
M. D., Rev. George H. Hough, 
Rev. Jonathan Wade, and Rey. 
George D. Boardman, Mission- 
aries; Mr. Hough is also a Prin- 
ter. 

The war in Burmah has in- 
terrupted this mission for two 
years past, and great fears were 
entertained with respect to the 
safety of Dr. Judson and his wife, 
and Dr. Price. but, as before 
stated, these fears are now hap- 
pily removed. Dr. Judson and his 
wife, with others, having been sent 
to the English army, by the gov- 
ernment of Burmah, to obtain a 
peace. The late interruptions, 
disturbances, and perils, will prob- 
ably be overruled for the fur- 
therance of the mission. 


WESTERN AFRICA. 
Monrovia.—In Liberia, the res- 
idence of a colony of free colour- 
ed people, planted by the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society. Com- 
menced in 1821. Rev. Lot Ca- 


rey, coloured man, Missionary. 
Rey. Calvin Holton, lately ordain- 
ed, contemplates labouring as a 
Missionary among the natives near 
the colony. 

THE CHEROKEES. 

Valley Towns.—In the S. W. 
corner of North Carolina. Rev. 
Evan Jones, Missionary ; ‘Thomas 
Dawson, Steward and Superintend- 
ent of Schools; Isaac Cleaver, 
Farmer and Mechanic; James 
Wafford, Interpreter; Elizabeth 
Jones, Mary Lewis, and Ann Clea- 
ver, Teachers. 

Nottle.—16 miles from the Val- 
ley towns and the site of a school. 
THE CREEKS. 

A tribe of Indians in the west- 
ern part of Georgia, and the east- 
ern partof Alabama. Population 
about 16,000. Commenced in 1823. 

Withington.—Within the char- 
tered limits of Georgia. Com- 
menced in 1823. Rev. Lee Com- 
pere, Missionary, Mr. Simons, 
and Miss Compere, Teachers. 

INDIANS IN MICHIGAN. 
These Indians are the Putawa- 
tomies and Ottawas. 

Carey.—25 miles from Lake 
Michigan. Commenced in 1822. 
Rev. Isaac M’Coy, Misssionary, 
Johnston Lykins, and William 
Polke, Teachers ; Fanny Good- 
ridge, Teacher. 

Thomas.—A station among the 
Ottawas, about 120 miles N. E. of 
Carey ; and the site of a school. 
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INDIANS OF INDIANA. 
These Indians are the Miamies 
and Shawnees. Fort Wayne.—- 
At the junction of St. Mary’s riv- 
er with the Maumee. A mission 


IV. AMERICAN M 
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was commenced here, by the 
Rev. Mr. M’Coy, in 1820; but he 
removing to Carey, the station is 
now vacant, 


ETHODIST MISSION. 


The American Methodists have Missionaries among the Creexs, Cuer- 


oxees, Wyanpots, and Monawks. 


THE CREEKS. 
Coweta.—In Georgia. Com- 
menced under the direction of 
the South Carolina Conference, 
in 1821. Rey. Isaac Smith, Mis- 
sionary ; Andrew Hammil, Teach- 
er. 
THE CHEROKEES. 
There are three stations among 
the Cherokees, called the Upper, 
Lower, and Middle missions. 
THE CHOCTAWS. 
A mission has been established 


by the Mississippi Conference 
among the Choctaws. Rev. Wil- 
liam Winans, Superintendent. 
THE WYANDOTS. 
Indians in the northern parts 
of the State of Ohio. Upper, 
Sandusky.—On the Sandusky riv- 
er. Commenced in 1821. Rev. 
James B. Finley, Missionary. 
THE MOHAWES. 
Grand River.—|n Upper Cana- 
da. Rev. Alvin Torry and Rev. 
William Case, Missionaries. 


V. PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Green Bay.—In Michigan Ter- 
ritory. Commenced in 1824. 
Rev. Mr. Nash, Missionary, Rev. 


VI. UNITED 


Spring-Place——Among the Che- 
rokee Indians, within the char- 
tered limits of Georgia, and 
about 35 miles S. E. of Brainerd. 
Commenced in 1801. Rev. John 
Renatus Schmidt, Missionary. 

Oochelogy.—About 30 miles 
from Spring-place, in a southern 
direction. Commenced in 1821. 
Rey. John Gambold, Mission- 


Eleazer Williams, Agent, Albert 
G. Ellis, Catechist and Schoolmas- 


ter. 


BRETHREN. 


ary, John G. Proske, Teacher. 

New Fairfield —A settlement 
in Upper Canada. 

The United Brethren’s Society 
exists chiefly in Europe. It com- 
menced its foreign operations 
nearly a century ago, and has 
now about 30 settlements, 170 
missionaries, and 30,000 con- 
verts. 


VII. SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA. 


Monroe.—Among the Chick- 
asaws; a tribe of Indians, whose 
country is included within the 
chartered limits of the States of 


Mississippi and Alabama: popula- 
tion about 6,500. Rev. T. C. 
Stewart, Missionary. 





GENERAL SUMMARY. 
From the preceding Survey, it appears, that the number of sta- 


tions, Missionaries, &c. under the patronage of Societies in the United 
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States, (at least so far as we have the means of knowing,) is as fol- 
lows : 
Number of Stations, 64 
Number of male Missionaries (of all classes,) 127 
Number of Pupils in the Mission Schools, about 8,000 


The number of converts from heathenism, who have been admit- 
ted to the fellowship of the several Mission churches, and who adorn 
their profession, we have reason to believe is very considerable ; 
but on that, as on many other points, the statistical reports of the 
Missionaries are very deficient. It should be stated, however, to the 
glory of divine grace, that, within the two years past, several of the 
Missions comprehended in this Survey, have enjoyed the special visi- 
tations of the Spirit of God, and many of the heathen have been 
hopefully converted. No former period in the history of American 
Missions has been so fraught with success, as the past two years ; and 
at no period were the prospects of future success on the whole so 
flattering, as they are at the present time. It should be added, more- 
over, that never would a diminution of liberality and effort, in the 
American churches, be attended with such disastrous consequences 
to the spiritual, everlasting interests of the heathen world. Never 
would the shock have been so great; never would it have been felt 
in so many places. 

Let Individuals, let Churches, let the whole Community, then, not 
relax, but increase, their efforts—not diminish, but augment, their 
contributions. And let prayers be offered without ceasing to the 
Author of Redemption, that the tidings of His love may soon be sent 
to every nation, and the efficacy of his atonement be soon known and 
experienced by all the inhabitants of the earth. 
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er luminaries of the American 
church, whose names will be had 


REVIVALS. 
An interesting narrative of a 











revival of religion in Salem has 
recently appeared in the Recor- 
der and Telegraph. ‘This an- 
cient town has been favoured with 
many seasons of refreshing from 
the Lord. Ever since its first 
settlement, in the year 1628, 
it has been blessed with pious 
and faithful ministers of the gos- 
pel. It shared, in common with 
the capital of New England and 
many other parts of the country, 
in that glorious revival which 
marks the age of Edwards, White- 
field, and the Tennants, and oth- 


in everlasting remembrance. 
There was an extensive work 
of grace about the year 1786, 
and another of considerable ex- 
tent in the year 1804.—In the 
early part of 1810 a precious 
shower of Divine influence was 
shed down, almost simultaneously, 
upon this place and several of 
the towns in the vicinity. In Sa. 
lem, and in the five contiguous 
towns of Marblehead, Danvers, 
Beverly, Manchester, and Wen- 
ham, the whole number of hope- 
ful converts, the fruit of that 
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memorable work, was about 600. 
In the latter part of April 
1824, a young man of the Rev. 
Mr. Emerson’s congregation, who 
moved in the higher walks of so- 
ciety, had a numerous circle of 
acquaintance, and was held by 
them in high estimation for his 
amiable disposition and social vir- 
tues, was suddenly arrested in 
the midst of youthful bloom, and 
the gaieties of fashionable life, 
and hurried into eternity, in a 
manner peculiarly solemn and al- 
fecting. ‘That young man seems 
to have been made an example 
for the warning and salvation of 
others. Several of his gay com- 
panions were immediately arous- 
ed from the slumbers of impeni- 
tence, and found no peace until 
they submitted to the terms of 
peace proposed in the gospel. 
That alarming providence produ- 
ced a general solemnity among the 
young, and was the cause, as num- 
bers afterwards stated, of im- 
pressing their minds with the 
necessity of that religion, of which 
they found themselves destitute. 
During the month of May, things 
remained in awful silence and 
suspense. The cloud seemed to 
be standing over us, emitting here 
and there a drop upon the parch- 
ed fields, and exciting in those 
who watched at the alternate 
emotions of hope and fear, as 
they observed the changes in its 
aspect. In the beginning of June 
the rain descended. The iniflu- 
ence spread from heart to heart, 
from house to house, from neigh- 
bourhood to neighbourhood, in- 
creasing as it went, until the ex- 
citement became general and 
strong. It was not indeed, likea 
rushing mighty wind, or the pour- 
ing of a torrent, but like the dis- 
tilling of the gentle dew, silent, 
yet effectual. Religious meet- 
ings, which were well attended 
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before, were now full to over- 
flowing, and solemn as the house 
of death. 

But few of the recent subjects 
of grace made a public profession 
of religion until the first Sabbath 
in November. On that day, 
which is memorable to many, 55 
were admitted into Mr. Emerson’s 
church, 33 into the Tabernacle 
church, under the care of Rev. 
Mr. Cornelius; and on the fol- 
lowing month, 32 were admitted 
into the Presbyterian church, un- 
der the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Williams. In the two churches 
first named, the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated every 
month; and from that day to the 
present, some have been admit- 
mitted into these churches at al- 
most every celebration. 

The following schedule will 
show the numbers which have 
been admitted into the several 
churches therein named since the 
commencement of the revival. 


To the Rev. Mr. Emer- § Whole number’ 1138 
son’s church, ? By profession 92 


To Rev. Mr. Cornelius’ Whole number 100 


church, By profession 98 
To Rev. Mr. Williams’ § Whole number 39 
church, By profession 38 
To Dr. Bolles’ (Baptist) § Whole number 939 
church, By profession 35 


Whole number 16 
All by profession. —— 
Total—307 


Of these, 95 were males, and 
212 females; 117 were heads of 
families. The number of those 
who have, in a judgment of chari- 
ty, experienced a renewal of 
heart, but have not made a pro- 
fession, may be estimated at 60 
or 70.” 

The writer of the above ac. 
count adds, * thatin the four Pae- 
dobaptist societies above men- 
tioned, about two thirds of those 
who have experienced “ the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost,” were 
children of the church, having 
been consecrated to God in their 
infancy.” Another fact not less 


To the Episcopal ¢hurch, } 
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interesting is, that 111 of those 


who have made a profession of 


religion within the last 20 months, 
were members of Bible classes. 

Whately and vicinity.—An inter- 
esting work of divine grace is 
said to be going forward in Whate- 
ly and vicinity. More than one 
hundred cherish a hope of having 
passed from death unto life in 
Whately.—Rec. and Tel. 

In Monson, Mass.—* In August 
ten were added to the church in 
Monson ; in October fifty; in De- 
cember eighteen, and ten stand 
propounded for admission in Feb- 
ruary.”’—Rel. Int. 


Maine.—-For two or three 
months past, the town of New- 
Gloucester, in the county of Cum- 
berland, has been blessed with a 
revival of religion, the influence 
of which is likely to be extensive 
and salutary. Some of the neigh- 
bouring towns are likewise ta- 
voured in a similar manner. 


Vermont.—-Hopes are enter- 
tained that about 20 students of 
the college in Middlebury became 
truly pious during the term end- 
ing in December. Others were, 
at the close of the term, anxious 
with respect to their spiritual 
well being. Nor has the revival 
been confined to the college. The 
town has shared largely in the 
blessing. About 100 are thought 
to be the fruits of the revival 
there. Nor indeed has it been 
restricted to the town. The whole 
region for thirty or forty miles, 
seems to be more or less moved. 
In several towns, we may say with 
confidence, that revivals have 
commenced; and in some, with 
great power.—Rec. & Tel. 
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In Cabot, Vt.—* By a private 
letter addressed toa friend in this 
town, it appears that a powertul 
revival has recently commenced 
in Cabot, Caladonia county, Vt. 
Nearly one hundred it is said are 
already rejoicing in hope, and 
many others are under deep and 
pungent conviction.” —NV. E. Obs. 

In New-York State.—At Amber, 
a small village near Auburn, there 
was a very interesting work of 
grace in December; besides en- 
couraging appearances in West- 
moreland and in several other 
towns in that region. ‘There are 
said to be revivals, also, in Fabius, 
Truxton, Hamilton, Western, and 
Vernon Centre. 

In De Kalb, N. Y.—A_ revival 
of religion commenced in this 
place in August last, and is still 
progressing. About 70 have in 
the judgment ot charity become 
the children of God.—-V. Y. Obs. 

In Elizabethtown, N. J.—Fri- 
day of December last was obser- 
ved in this place as a day of fast- 
ing, humiliation, and prayer, by 
appointment of the Synod of 
New-Jersey. The first decided 
symptoms of a revival appeared 
on this day. Ever since, the se- 
riousnesness has been increasing, 
and for the last two weeks, with 
great rapidity and power. More 
than one hundred are known to be 
awakened. 


In Kingston, U. C.—For fifteen 
months past, the Spirit has been 
poured out upon Kingston in Up- 
per Canada. The work is said 
to be still ontheincrease. * About 
forty have become hopefully pi- 
ous in this place, and a few in 
neighbouring townships.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A’s answer to a Question proposed by Discipulus, will be inserted in our 


next number. Fidelis is received. 
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Subscriptions and Payments for the Christian Magazine, recevved by the 
following gentlemen : 


Boston. 


T.R. Marvin, Congrese-street. 


Franklin. 


Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. 


Wrentham. 
Rev. Elisha Fisk, 
Rev. Moses Thatcher. 
Medway. 
Rev. Jacob Ide, 
Rev. Luther Bailey. 
Attleborough. 
Rev. John Ferguson, 
Mr. Samuel ‘Tyler. 
Hopkinton. 
Rev. Nathaniel Howe. 


Newburyport. 


Mr. Charles Whipple. 
Andover. 

Mr. Henry C. Jewett. 
Taunton. 


Rey. Aivan Cobb. 


Ne w-Bedford. 


Deacon Barker. 


Sandwich. 
Rey. David L. Hunn. 
Plympton. 
Rey. Elijah Dexter. 
Carver. 
Rev. Luther Wright. 
Uxbridge. 
Rey. Samuel Judson. 
Ward. 
Rey. Enoch Pond. 
Harvard. 
Rev. George Fisher. 
Foxborough. 
Rey. Willard Pierce. 
Plymouth. 
Mr. John Harlow. 
Fitchburgh. 
Rey. Mr. Putnam. 
Waltham. 
Rev. Sewall Harding. 
Upton. 
Dea. Daniel Fisk. 
Sutton. 


Middleborough. Doctor David March. 


Capt. Nathanie! Eddy. Seekonk. 


Abington. Dea. Elihu Carpenter. 

Rev. Samuel W. Colburn, Ashford, Conn. 

Rev. Samuel Spring. tev. Reuben Torrey. 

; Weymouth. New-York City. 

Rev. William ‘lyler. Mr. Lowell Holbrook, Merchant. 
Randolph. Providence, R. I. 

Rev. David Brigham. Mr. Samuel Billings, Vo. 35 South 
Wareham. Main Street. 

Rev. Mr. Hemenway. 


N. B. Subseribers are desired to give information to the Printer, 
tn what way they wish to have their Maguzines sent to them, if they are 
not accommodated with the present arrangement. 
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JOB PIRIDVWIN 

THE subscriber devotes his attention particularly to the Printing of 
Books, Pamphlets, Handbills, Blanks, Cards, ec. §c. 


and being provided with a great variety of ORNAMENTAL and 
other ‘I'vpe, is prepared to execute every description of 


COZ AND JOB PRINTING, 


with neatness, accuracy and despatch. Orders punctually attend- 
ed to. Ofhce in Spear’s Buildings, over the Centinel Printing Office, 
Congress-street, Boston. T. R. MARVIN. 








